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As part of the Children and Families Act 2014, all schools in Rotherham are required to make available their Local SEND O�er to families
which details how they can support children and young people with a special educational need and/or disability (SEND).

Our academy is made up of four school; Roughwood Primary School, Greasbrough Primary School, Herringthorpe Junior School and
Rockingham Junior and Infant School. Our aim is to work collaboratively to ensure the best possible education for our children and our
mission statement at Willow Tree Academy is:

‘Together anything is possible.’

What will be included in the Schools’ Local O�er?

The Schools’ Local O�er will include information on:

● How the special educational needs of children are assessed

● Ways in which teaching is adapted to meet the individual special needs of pupils

● The training provided to school sta� to help them meet the special educational needs of pupils

● How parents and carers and the pupils are involved in planning to meet these special needs

● The specialist support available both from the school and other agencies such as the Learning Support Service, speech

and language therapy or outreach support from a specialist teacher

● The accessibility of the school to pupils with special educational needs and disabilities

● The support and guidance o�ered to parents and carers

Our Local O�er –

Roughwood Primary School, as part of the Willow Tree Academy, is a fully inclusive school. We ensure that all pupils are included in all
aspects of learning and school life. Having opportunities such as visits, residential experiences, outdoor learning opportunities and
enterprise education ensures that children get the best learning experiences that we can o�er. Our curriculum is one which provides many
rich and varied activities and experiences. Each year group makes regular visits to places of local interest such as Eyam and
Northumberland. Activities are often linked to topical issues, events in the news or local events. We aim to make learning meaningful and
to promote a real love of finding out about new things. Activities and learning experiences inspire pupils to produce work of very high
quality. Enterprise skills are strongly promoted linked to work around Real Projects (rigorous, engaging, authentic learning) STEM
(science, technology, engineering and maths) and Nemesis (an international social innovation project). Teachers plan their lessons well
and adapt what they have planned to suit pupils’ precise needs on a daily basis. Well-targeted support helps to reinforce key ideas or
tackle any misunderstandings and the deployment of support sta� ensures that learners of all dispositions are well supported to reach,
stretch and challenge their potential. All children’s needs are considered and met through Quality First Teaching and experiences which
allow them to achieve their personal potential.

How the special educational needs of children are assessed -

At some stage of a child’s education they may require additional support for a period of time to help meet their needs or improve their
learning. The decision to do this is made by school and parents and is based on a variety of factors including academic progress,
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personal attainment and/or concerns about a specific area of learning or social, emotional and mental wellbeing. Children are identified
each half term through looking closely at their rate of progress, both in their learning and socially, then identifying ways we can support
this. It may also be based on ensuring children have a smooth transition into school or require support when going through significant
change either at home or school. Some children may require support for a longer period of time to ensure they can access the
curriculum e�ectively and inclusively. Support will be planned by school sta� and where appropriate by external professionals. Children
who require support in terms of their acquisition of English are not considered SEND pupils but as they may require additional support,
their needs are reflected in our local o�er and in provision maps. Our Local O�er describes the range of provision and support available
to support identified children as and when appropriate.

Upon recognition of needs, sta� work alongside the SENCO using our ‘Willow Tree Academy’ Graduated response to complete an ‘Early
Identification Form’ (EIF). This documentation shows what a child has already accessed in terms of di�erentiated provision and can
specifically identify areas of strength and need. Advice is then sought from the SENCO and they may be added, under parental consent,
to the SEND register or additional needs register if support is SEMH (Social, Emotional and Mental Health) or behaviour related.

For children whose needs are similar, it is appropriate to support these children within a group focusing on the common needs. However
there is scope within the SEN Support for each child to have individual targets. Provision will be in a small group as well as some
individualised support to ensure that teaching and learning is needs led. Provision will run concurrently with di�erentiated curriculum
support and Quality First Teaching. The group may be taught by the class teacher and also supported by a TA. The responsibility for
planning for these children remains with the class teacher, in consultation with the SENCO.

An Individual Development Plan (IDP) is written for each child on the SEN register and outlines specific targets which are generated to
ensure that children’s learning is personalised and allows them to celebrate their successes at a level which suits their needs. IDP books
were implemented in the Summer Term of 2017 and these allow a range of evidence to be gathered to show that children are accessing
targeted provision to meet their Individual Development Plan targets. When targets are set, this book is used as an evidence portfolio to
show progression towards these targets and the daily impact. Interventions for these children with SEND are frequent and evidenced
appropriately - allowing parents, teachers and the children to see their own progress and understand their targets and how they can
achieve these.

A child receiving SEN Support will be reviewed each term (Autumn/Spring/Summer). Parents/Carers and the child will be invited to
contribute and will be consulted about any further actions and targets which will be set.We pride ourselves on ensuring that our SEND
provision is led by the needs of the child and takes account of their views and opinions, as well as those of parents/carers. As part
of the review process, the SENCO and child’s class teachers, in consultation with the parents/carers, may conclude that despite receiving



an individualised programme and/or concentrated support for a considerable period, the child continues to have significant needs which
are not being met by current interventions, therefore further support may be obtained from outside supporting services.

Further to this, for those children whom we consider to have more severe or complex needs, we would seek advice from other
professional services. This was previously known as School Action Plus however, this has now been amalgamated under the SEN Support
umbrella. This support may include; Learning Support Service, Educational Psychologist, Autism Communication Team etc. A variety of
support can be o�ered by these services, such as advice to the school about targets and strategies, specialised assessment or some
direct work with the child. The specialist services will always be invited to contribute to the planning, monitoring and reviewing of the
child’s progress. Provision will run concurrently with di�erentiated curriculum support and whenever possible, be implemented within the
child’s normal classroom setting.

Each individual receiving SEN Support will have an Individual Development Plan which will be reviewed termly alongside parents and the
child to ensure that they are central to their learning and progress. The highest level of support o�ered for children with Special Education
Needs and Disabilities are the implementation of an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan, which is for children and young people aged
up to 25 who need more support than is available through special educational needs support programmes. EHC plans identify
educational, health and social needs and set out the additional support to meet those needs. Reports and assessment procedures are
carried out in the process of applying for an EHC plan and the involvement of many services contribute to creating a portfolio of
information about a child to ensure that they are receiving the highest level of care.

Ways in which teaching is adapted to meet the individual special needs of pupils -

The quality of teaching is outstanding and parents value highly the quality of teaching that their children receive. In Willow Tree
Academy there are strong relationships between sta� and pupils which underpin learning in all classes. Teachers o�er every
encouragement to their pupils to help them achieve as well as they can. Teachers have high expectations and know their subjects
outstandingly well. They use resources very well and ask pupils thoughtful and highly e�ective questions to help them learn. Teachers
plan their lessons well and regularly adapt what they have planned to suit pupils precise needs. Well-targeted support helps to reinforce
key ideas or tackle any misunderstandings.Teaching assistants play an important role in supporting pupils’ outstanding learning and
progress. They are particularly e�ective when working with individual pupils or small groups in providing pupils with just the right amount
of skillful support that they need. Lessons are di�erentiated to match the individual needs of all learners and work closely with parents to
ensure that all needs are being met.

A highly di�erentiated curriculum, is at the heart of our school ethos, ensuring all children can participate and enjoy learning at a level
which suits their individual needs.

Support for improving Social, Emotional and Mental Wellbeing -

As a school, we are aware that various factors can easily become a barrier to learning and because of this, we work hard to identify
children’s needs and background dispositions which may contribute to their social and emotional wellbeing and consequently how they
engage in the curriculum and their learning. We have an excellent SEMH team collaborating within the academy to ensure sta� are fully
trained in managing behaviour and recognising behaviour as a method of communication. Sta� training in attachment has been
implemented in 2018/19 and work in ensuring that children’s social and emotional needs are targeted is regularly revisited. At Roughwood
Primary School, our pastoral sta�; Mrs Carol Storer, Mrs Lisa Wheeler, Miss Chelsie Whitworth and Mrs Amanda Crossland, work
collaboratively with sta� to o�er support to children and to families on a daily basis. Targeted children access friendship groups and
social groups, as well as attachment based ‘Team Around a Child’ provision.

The training provided to school sta� to help them meet the special educational needs of pupils -

All sta� have outstanding CPD opportunities that allow them to support learners in all areas of their Education, Safety and Well being.
Regular opportunities are given to the training in SEND provision including specialised areas including Autism, ADHD and Speech and
Language. This training is supported by the Educational Psychologist and Learning Support Service. Teaching Assistants are also given
the opportunity to attend sta� meetings and Inset days to develop their knowledge and understanding in key areas. We have highly
skilled teaching assistants who deliver excellent intervention programs in Literacy and Numeracy. As a lead school for ICT, all sta� are
trained to use a range of resources to support pupils with special educational needs including talking tins, easy speaks and we also buy
into a range of VLE (Virtual Learning Environments) such as Clicker, Espresso home access and Sumdog.

The procedures we follow for early identifications, monitoring and assessment of pupils with SEND are used across our academy (Willow
Tree Academy) and the SENCOs from each of the 4 schools within the academy meet regularly to review and update policies, non



negotiables and strategies to ensure a consistently outstanding approach to meeting the needs of learners. We have a strong SEMH
team whom work collaboratively to ensure that social and emotional understanding is developed and British Values are incorporated into
the ethos of our schools and the delivery of our curriculum, specifically in PSHE, P4C and RE. Regular dissemination of key information,
strategies and skills are shared on Inset days with all sta� within the academy and in Twilight meetings. This ensures that all sta� are
aware of current procedures and how to evidence and assess children who have additional learning needs.

How parents and carers and the pupils are involved in planning to meet these special needs -

We pride ourselves in having excellent relationships with parents and carers keeping them informed and updated on their child’s
education. Communication and consultation with families of SEND pupils happens through:

● Termly SEN reviews where parents collaborate with their child and the class teacher/SENCO in target reviewing and setting
● Letters to communicate progress towards targets set through outside agencies
● Parents evenings
● Meetings scheduled with outside agencies
● Newsletters
● Interim reports completed by children
● Our school websites and twitter feed provide invaluable communications with parents/carers

The specialist support available both from the school and other agencies -

Specialist support is accessed from a variety of professionals, depending on the needs of the child, the specialist agencies that we access
are –

Educational Psychologist – (01709) 822580

Learning Support Services – (01709) 334077)

Autism Communication Team – (01709 336413)

Speech and Language service is also based at Kimberworth Place can be contacted by phone on 01709 423229

SENDIASS - 01709 823627

Other specialised services we collaborate with are; MIND counsellors, SEMH team, Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairment team and
Medical professionals such as the school nurse.

The accessibility of the school to pupils with special educational needs and disabilities -

Physical Disabilities

In our Disability Equality Policy we have a Accessibility Plan which states that risk assessments are carried out for pupils with a physical
disability within the classroom environment and we liaise with appropriate agencies regarding furniture and any specialist resources that
may be needed. Again this is also in place for school visits and residentials.

Pupils with medical needs

If a pupil has a medical need then a Care Plan is compiled with support from the school nurse in consultation with parents/carers. These
are discussed with all sta� who are involved with the pupil. All sta� receive Epipen training and basic First Aid training delivered by the
local NHS trust. Where necessary, and in agreement with parents/carers, medicines are administered in school but only where a signed
‘Medicine consent form’ is in place to ensure the safety of both child and sta� member. All sta� have basic first aid at work training.

We also ensure that children with asthma have clear signed care plans in place with master copies in the o�ce and copies in the
classrooms alongside the appropriate equipment needed for each individual .



Sensory Barriers - Visual Impairment

In case of vision impairments we would consult with parents, carers and professionals and take advice from the vision impaired support
service in Rotherham LA. Ensuring communication documents are accessible for all. This would also involve looking at seating
arrangements in the classroom, enlarged text and appropriate level of lighting. These services are used to support and o�er training to
sta�, as well as supporting individuals in the classroom to become more independent learners.

Sensory Barriers - Hearing Impairment

We would again consult with parents, carers and professionals to seek advice, we would access the right resources for the classroom and
around the school including assemblies. We would look at the acoustics in the school and then the Headteacher and Governors would
access budget/ funding implications for a loop system. The Hearing Impairment Team within the Local Authority work closely with our
school and children to o�er advice and support to support these learners as they move through school.

Transition -

As a Primary School, we work collaboratively as a sta� to ensure that transition through school and across Key Stages is well planned to
meet the needs of all learners. The SENCO leads final review meetings in the Summer term and ensures that children are given transition
booklets and supporting information as necessary.

We have a number of secondary schools which children attend from our school and we are in regular contact with these schools to allow
for early transition and visits to be made where necessary. The SENCO’s from each school are invited to final Y6 review meetings in the
Summer term to pass over documentation and meet children/parents.

Common abbreviations you may come across –

There are many SEND terms that are abbreviated which can lead to confusion (even for us!). Below is a glossary of the most used SEND
terms.

● ADD Attention Deficit Disorder
● ADHD Attention Deficit & Hyperactivity Disorder
● ASD/ASC Autistic Spectrum Disorder 2 BESD Behavioural Emotional & Social Di�culties
● CAF Common Assessment Framework
● CAMHS Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service
● COP Code of Practice
● CP Child Protection
● EAL English as an Additional Language
● EHCP Education, Health and Care Plan
● EP Educational Psychologist
● FSM Free School Meals
● HI Hearing Impairment
● KS Key Stage
● LAC Looked After Child
● LA Local Authority
● LSS Learning Support Service
● MLD Moderate Learning Di�culty
● NC National Curriculum
● OT Occupational Therapist
● PP Pupil Premium
● SaLT Speech & Language Therapy
● SEN Special Educational Needs
● SEND Special Educational Needs & Disability
● SENCO Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
● SpLD Specific Learning Di�culty
● VI Visual Impairment



What is Pupil Premium? -

The Government believes that the Pupil Premium, which is additional to main school funding, is the best way to address the current
underlying inequalities between children eligible for free school meals (FSM) and their peers by ensuring that funding to tackle
disadvantage reaches the pupils who need it most. In most cases the Pupil Premium is paid direct to schools, allocated to them for every
pupil who receives free school meals. Schools decide how to use the funding, as they are best placed to assess what their pupils need.

Schools/academies are held accountable for the decisions they make about Pupil Premium funding through the performance tables
which show the performance of disadvantaged pupils compared with their peers and the new Ofsted inspection framework, under which
inspectors focus on the attainment of pupil groups, in particular those who attract the Pupil Premium. Each term, our Pupil Premium
Coordinator analyses and shares data from these pupils to allow sta� to target individuals to ensure adequate progress is made in line
with national expectation.

Handling Complaints -

As part of the general publicity about complaints procedures, it is important for parents to know where they can go for information,
advice and advocacy, if they require it. As SENCO of Roughwood Primary School, Mrs Lisa Wheeler meets and communicates with
parents regularly about the needs of their child and the progress they are making. Parental involvement is a vital part of our ethos and
our inclusivity. If for any reason parents/carers are not happy, school can be contacted and a meeting will be arranged to discuss how
this can be addressed in order to maintain positive relationships and ensure all children are happy and making good progress. If for any
reason, a formal complaint in necessary, please be advised to see our academy complaints policy, available on the school website.


