
Willow Tree Academy - Year 1/2 - Towers, Tunnels and Turrets

Geographical knowledge

Physical features are things that have been 
created by nature. 
Human features are the things made by people. 

Physical features:

Human features: 

Key Knowledge

A castle is a type of structure, often built 
hundreds of years ago by an important 
person such as a lord of king. A castle helped 
a lord or king to control his land and protect 
his family and riches from invading enemies.

The first castles were made from wood, but 
these were easy to burn down. Later, castles 
were built using stone so they were stronger 
and harder to attack.

Key People

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
(1806-1859) was one of the 
most inventive engineers of the 
19th century. He is responsible 
for building some amazing 
structures.

The first castles in England 
were built by William the 
Conqueror and the 
Normans when they 
invaded in England in 1066.

Jobs and roles within a castle.

The lord and his family owned and lived in the castle.

The steward was in charge of running the castle.

The knights defended the castle and fought for their 
lord.

The ladies-in-waiting looked after the ladies who lived 
in the castle. The cooks prepared the food.

The gong scourer cleaned out the toilets.
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Key Questions

What were castles used for? 
What are the different parts of a castle? 
Who lived in a castle?
How were castles protected? 
What was life like in a castle?
What was a knight’s job?
How were tunnels built now and then?
Who might build a tunnel and why?

Vocabulary

bailey

The courtyard or flat 
ground inside the 
outer wall of a castle.

concrete

A very hard building 
material made by 
mixing cement, sand, 
small stones and 
water.

curtain wall

The outer wall that 
protects a castle.

engineer

A person who designs 
or builds structures, 
such as tunnels, 
railways or bridges.

gatehouse

The entrance to a 
castle.

keep

The strong, central 
tower of a castle.

knight

A man of noble birth, 
who serves his king 
or lord in battle.

moat

A deep, wide ditch 
surrounding a castle, 
fort or town, typically 
filled with water as a 
defence against 
attack.

monarch

A king or queen, an 
emperor or sultan. 
Someone who is head 
of a state.

motte

A small hill in the 
middle of a castle on 
which a fort or keep is 
built.

structure

Something that has 
been built from 
parts, like a large 
building.

succession

The order in which the 
monarch’s family will 
take over the throne.

Towers and tunnels

A tower is a tall, narrow structure. 
A tunnel is a long passage under the ground. 
Tunnels are usually built as a way of getting from 
one side of an obstacle to another. 
Here are some  examples.




