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Date: 03/09/2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome back! 
I hope you have had a lovely summer with your children and families. It is lovely to have the 
children back, eager to learn and to see so many smiling faces. 
I am writing to update you on our Recovery Plan; our Strategic Closure Team met in the 
holidays to discuss the implications of the end of national lockdown on the 16th August and 
we have been watching closely the situation with Covid-19 over the last six weeks. Although 
we have many reservations we have decided to relax some restrictions across our schools. 
You will have been notified of these by your Head of School. 
 
However, following an LA briefing yesterday and the worsening situation I wanted to alert 
you to potential disruption to our school this term. Unfortunately we are the 24th highest LA 
nationally for positive cases which are well above the national average; and 2nd highest for 
the over 60s age group. This is very concerning.  We were also informed that cases are 
expected to rise further with the return to school. 
 
We had already decided to keep some of our rigorous controls and measures in place to 
keep our children and staff safe and this stance is supported by the LA. We will continue 
with our individual school organisation for start times, staggered breaks and lunch times 
and health and hygiene. It is important that you support us with this by moving swiftly 
through the grounds at key drop off and pick up times. We ask only one parent/carer does 
this and continues to use the designated gates and routes in and out of the school grounds. 
To help us further please don’t congregate in the school grounds or by the gates. 
 
Children should wash their hands on leaving home and will continue with the hand washing 
regime in school throughout the day. Deep cleaning will continue. 
Outdoor learning will continue as much as possible, although there is no intention to 
reinstate bubbles unless absolutely necessary.  
In order to keep contact to a minimum and our children and staff safe, in  the Autumn Term 
we will not be allowing parents to access school unless they are attending SEND reviews. 
Visitors will be ‘essential only’.  
 
Staff are still required to test twice weekly and to hold a Covid passport.  
 
Parents who do attend meetings and children attending residential experiences are required 
to be tested for Covid two days before coming into school. The new Lateral Flow Devices 
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are nasal swabs only, you can get these free from libraries, pharmacies and vaccination 
centres. They can be ordered to be posted to your house too. 
We encourage you to protect you and your family through vaccination and especially 
encourage any young people to be vaccinated. You will receive a further leaflet on what to 
do in the event of positive cases in your household, self-isolation and the need for 
mandatory PCRs in the event of a positive LFT. 
 
Should any child or member of staff test positive for Coronavirus CoVid-19 we will contact 
you if this affects your child’s class. If we have positive cases there are thresholds we have 
to adhere to. If there are more than five cases in one class or 10%,  action will be taken to 
mitigate the risk to others by closing the class or, in exceptional circumstances, the school. 
Should staffing levels drop below a level where we cannot effectively staff the school, year 
groups could also close. We are sharing this information, so that you can make 
contingencies for child care in the future, we will be guided by Public Health England 
and the LA in this. 
 
In the event of class or school closure Remote Learning would immediately resume.  
 
Throughout the summer we have planned wonderful learning opportunities for your children 
and we are very happy our residential and educational visits will go ahead. In the first two 
weeks of school we will concentrate on getting children back into routines and settling them 
in. We are mindful that some children will need more support than others both with learning 
and emotionally, this was evident at the end of the summer term. Every child will be 
different and your continued support and communication through Class DoJo will be 
appreciated. 
 
I know you will have received plans from class teachers and our Heads of School but just to 
remind you; 
School will continue to close from 1:30pm every Friday from the 3rd September to 
allow for deep cleaning and PPA time - this has worked well over the last 18 months and 
following consultation with all parents we will take a proposal to the Trust Board this term. 
More information will follow regarding both the consultation and the childcare offer to 
working parents shortly. 
 
Friday 22nd October Inset Day  
Half Term 25-29 October  
Christmas break 20/12/2021- 3/01/2022 
 
Please note attendance at school is mandatory for all children and as always first day 
callouts will be in place.  
 
We know that children and staff will have colds and coughs that may mimic some Covid 
symptoms and so please test your family if you have any concerns. If we all work together 
we can get Rotherham back below the national average and protect everyone, especially 
grandparents in the over 60s age group. 
Finally, I want to reassure you that our amazing team (many of whom have worked 
throughout the summer) will continue to do what they always do -  be dedicated to giving 
the very best education possible to your children. 
 
In the Autumn term our school events will remain virtual, but as in the Summer I know they 
will still be wonderful!  Thank you in advance for your support with this. 
 
I am extremely proud to lead such an amazing team and as always, I know they will be 
going the extra million miles!  
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Stay safe, stay vigilant and welcome back! 
 
Kind regards  
Mrs J K Fearnley      Mr A Trueman   Mr N Williams  
Executive Head Teacher           Chair of the Trust      Head of School  
 

 
 


