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Dear Parents & Carers
The term has been very successful, despite the challenges, and we would like to thank everyone for their hard
work. Staff have worked extremely hard in adapting to new procedures and ways of working in school and
everyone's commitment to providing the very best primary experience to children has allowed our Christmas
activities to take place. We would also like to thank all parents & carers who have followed our procedures so
carefully this term to keep everyone safe and for supporting children at home when we have been told to close
bubbles. We understand this has put additional pressure on you so thank you. Your children have once again
shown what it means to be a Roughwood learner this term and have all children have embraced school and
online learning when they have needed to. It has been a challenging yet wonderful term. Your children are
amazing!
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please keep upto date with what has been
happening in school via the website, Twitter or Facebook and please read carefully the COVID Updates which
details our changes to the school day in January. Thank you.
Mr Williams
Christmas Dinner & Jumper Day
Christmas is getting ever closer so today we held our traditional Christmas Dinner & Jumper day. Children and
staff had wonderful outfits in school. Our wonderful cooks prepared a brilliant dinner, and the dining hall was full
of good cheer. A huge thank you to everyone who helped make it such a success.

COVID UPDATES
Changes to start and finish times - Please read the COVID Updates newsletter regarding the changes which will
take effect on 4th January 2020.
Returning Bubbles - On Tuesday 15th December we welcome back all children in Miss Dungworth’s class. We
are looking forward to seeing you in school.
School Website - We have now added a dedicated section to the school website with all COVID information in
one place. Please visit roughwoodprimary.org/covid-19

Christingle
We have not forgotten our traditions at Roughwood and we have continued with our Christingle celebrations this
year in 2020. All children in school have created a Christingle to celebrate Advent. This year has been different
due to the restrictions but nether-the-less children have learnt about the symbolism behind the Christingle.

Year 5 STEM Rockets
This week we launched our model rockets into space from the playground and watched them fall back to Earth …
but did Mr Williams, the astronaut (aka our eggs!) survive?! Children were challenged with selecting the
appropriate materials to protect the payload and we learnt about pressure and its ability to launch a rocket.

Diwali Workshop with Balbir Singh
A dance company called Balbir Singh worked with Year 3/4 over Zoom to teach the children about Diwali and to
teach them a dance to represent the story. We had a lot of fun learning the choreography and using our lanterns
that we had made at the end, and can now tell you the story of Rama and Sita.

Keep up to date with what's happening in school on the website: www.roughwoodprimary.org
COVID-19 Specific information can be found at www.roughwoodprimary.org/covid-19
Twitter is also a great way to get notifications to your phone. Follow us @roughwoodschool

Road Safety Officers
Elainor and Charlie have been selected as our school Road Safety officers.
Watch out for their Road Safety video and events coming soon. Being a Road Safety
officer is an important role in school and they have the responsibility of spreading
the message about what good road safety looks like. I’m sure they will do a great
job!
Data Loggers
Our research question was: how does increasing the voltage change the volume of a buzzer?
The children started by making a simple circuit with a 1.5 volt battery and a buzzer. They then listened and
predicted the volume in decibels (dB) before using the data loggers to measure the exact volume.
It was quite a challenge but our class showed amazing resilience and teamwork skills to collect their data – well
done!

Attendance
It is important that we ensure children are in school as much as possible so that no important parts of your child's
learning is missed. Please read carefully the attendance leaflet which was sent home this week.
COVID Symptoms - We are following Government advice and looking for high temperatures or a persistent cough
which will not go away, even after a drink. If a child displays these symptoms, parents will be asked to collect
them and arrange a test. Sniffles and colds are not a concern and children should be at school.
When to self-isolate
Self-isolate immediately if:
● you have any symptoms of coronavirus (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss or change
to your sense of smell or taste)
● you've tested positive for coronavirus – this means you have coronavirus
● you live with someone who has symptoms or tested positive
● someone in your support bubble has symptoms or tested positive
● you're told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app
● you arrive in the UK from a country with a high coronavirus risk – see GOV.UK: how to self-isolate when
you travel to the UK

We hope to work with you to improve attendance at Roughwood.
Reminders
●
●
●

Watch out for the Foundation and KS1 nativities going live next week. Also watch out for the KS2
video where we retell a famous Christmas Story.
Read the COVID Newsletter regarding updates for January 2020.
The school recommended reading with your child at least 5 times in a week.

Thank you for your continued support, please visit our
Twitter page - https://twitter.com/RoughwoodSchool
Website - h
 ttp://www.roughwoodprimary.org
Class Stories – www.classdojo.com

Attendance
96%

Whole School Attendance target is 

Whole school current attendance
is 94.2%

If your child's attendance drops below 90% you will receive a letter to inform you of this.
How do you feel about your attendance?
Our attendance is

this week to 94.3% and our target is 96%
Don’t forget we have our attendance breakfast at the end of every half term for our
winning class, each class teacher is supporting their class in achieving this reward. Good
luck everyone.
Healthy School Lunchbox
At Roughwood we are a healthy school. As a healthy school we ask that packed lunches are as healthy as
possible to give children the best start to afternoon learning. Our school dinners are a perfect way to receive a
healthy lunch. All ingredients are carefully selected and all school meals have a range of Meat, fish, vegetables
and carbohydrates to make them a great choice. If you prefer to bring your own lunch, see some of the great
ideas at  https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes#lunchbox-recipes

We ask that packed lunches not contain crisps and chocolate bars.

