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Dear Parents/Carers,    

I am writing to you to update you on the current situation in Willow Tree schools since the country went into 
National Lockdown 2.0 on the 5th November, since that time, unfortunately, the situation in Rotherham and 
across South Yorkshire has spiralled. Updated information from RMBC to schools yesterday identified 
Rotherham as a hotspot; 

1 in every 45 people now have Coronavirus Covid-19 in Rotherham, this is double the national 
average. The rise in infections is also double the national average.   

Although numbers are declining the R number remains high at 1.1-1.3 

Mainly this is due to lack of community transmission and lack of self-isolation, particularly of young 
people in the 15-24 age group. If you have children and young people in these age groups please help to 
keep them and others safe. If they are positive or displaying symptoms, they must self-isolate and so 
should your family.   

 

We all have a responsibility to take the situation very seriously and do our best to contain the spread of the 
virus. RMBC are to enforce ‘lockdown rules’ by employing ‘marshals’ to ensure everyone follows the rules. 
Whilst you might think this is extreme and disagree with it, people who are flouting lockdown are putting 
others lives at risk.  
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51 schools in Rotherham have reported positive cases since September. This week we have four confirmed 
positive cases in our staff, in three of our schools. This has led to 135 children and 16 staff self-isolating for 
14 days. Obviously this puts a strain on the staffing ratios and impacts on school organisation; at present 
we are able to keep our schools open and children are accessing Home Learning remotely where they need 
to.  

I know bubble closures are a challenge for you at home too, so thank you for your support during this 
challenging time. Please be reassured that we are continuing to be vigilant in protecting your children and 
our staff across Willow Tree Academy and we will continue with the most outstanding provision we can 
offer.  

We are not sure why (but very pleased to say) Greasbrough Primary has not had confirmed cases in 
school. A number of contributing factors could be; the layout of the building and external doors to 
classrooms, lack of corridors, the smaller number of children and children not being sent to school when 
they or their families are symptomatic.  

If you have symptoms then you should self-isolate and book a test. Even if your child is not 
showing any symptoms they need to self-isolate too, as they may be asymptomatic and carry the 
virus. I have attached a flowchart to support your decision making with this.    

It is important that we continue to work together to enable us to come through this crisis, please protect your 
children and family by upholding the lockdown and following the guidance.  

 
 
There is no doubt that together we can beat Coronavirus CoVid-19 and keep healthy and happy if we work 
together. Together Anything Is Possible  
 
Kind regards  
 
      Mrs Jane Fearnley                     Mr Tony Trueman                Mr Nathan Williams 
CEO/Executive Head Teacher           Chair of Trust                       Head of School 
 
 


