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July 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer   
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well?  As you know, the government announced 
on the 7th of July that all schools will open fully to all children in September. Since then we have 
been very busy continuing with our teaching and learning, both in school and remotely, our transition, 
wonderful school events and also planning for reopening.  
 
This letter outlines our plans; you will also receive information from your child’s teacher explaining 
more detail regarding start and finish times; these will be within the 8:45 am - 3:30 pm time frame.  
Please note that school will close at 1:30pm every Friday from the 11th September to allow for 
Deep Cleaning and PPA time - this will enable us to restrict movement of cover personnel across 
bubbles during the week. 
 
The first day of school for all children will be Thursday 3/9/2020;  
Monday       31st August is Bank Holiday  
Tuesday        1st September Training Day 
Wednesday   2nd September preparing school staff fully for reopening  
 
Please note attendance at school will be statutory for all children and as always first day 
callouts will be in place.  
 
From September your child will be taught in a bubble of no more than 1:30. The class bubbles will be 
within a larger Key Stage bubble, this will enable us to continue to ensure that a degree of social 
distancing is maintained (following government guidelines) where possible. Government guidance 
states that it is ‘not expected that children will be able to social distance’. 
 
We will continue with our school organisation for drop offs and pickups, staggered breaks and lunch 
times and health and hygiene. It is important that you support us with this by keeping to the allocated 
drop off and pick up times and continue to use the designated gates and routes in and out of the 
school grounds. Children should wash their hands on leaving home please and will continue with the 
hand washing regime in school throughout the day. 
 
In order to keep contact to a minimum and our children and staff safe, in  the Autumn Term we will not 
be allowing parents and visitors to access school, you are encouraged to move swiftly through the 
school grounds, as many of you have been doing this term. We ask you not to congregate in the 
school grounds or by the gates to allow for access. Please keep the 1m+ social distancing where 
possible - this is still a government guideline. 
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Should any child or member of staff show symptoms of the Coronavirus CoVid-19 we will contact you if 
this affects your child’s bubble. We will be promoting the testing, tracking and tracing programme, 
so please do not be alarmed if we have to close bubbles at short notice. Of the people that have been 
tested in Willow Tree these have been largely precautionary and have thankfully been negative. 
Results are back within 24 hours now and this means we will be able to act swiftly in the event of a 
positive result.  
 
We know that children and staff will have colds and allergies that may mimic some symptoms and so 
we will work with you closely to ensure we have the right information to proceed.  We can assure you 
we will act on the side of caution, so please bear with us as we all get back to normal, there will be ups 
and downs I’m sure! 
 
Herringthorpe Junior School has been involved in a study with Public Health England and around 116 
children and staff have been tested weekly for the last four weeks - this again has not revealed any 
positive results. However, you will be aware that Rotherham is 11th on a list of areas of concern 
for a rise in cases and we would ask you to continue to be vigilant and protect your family over 
the summer.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions and we ask that 
you support us by telling us immediately if you have had contact with anyone testing positive or who 
has symptoms of Covid-19. 
 
Finally, I want to thank you for your continued support, wonderful messages and your amazing 
creativity with home learning. What a time we have had! And what a team Willow Tree has and that 
includes everyone; parents and children, governors and every member of our staff.  
 
This term our school events have been wonderful and we have managed to hold our Willow Tree Film 
Festival, the Y6 Leavers events, our Talent Shows and still done wonderful transition calls to Meet the 
Teacher and the most amazing, our end of year awards. Our staff have delivered awards to our 
children’s homes and it has been so lovely to see children and parents glowing with pride to receive 
these! Thank you to all our team for making this happen and, as always, going the extra million miles...  
 
We are very proud of our achievements during lockdown, so I hope you will agree that our team has 
done the most fantastic job of supporting your child and family through this very difficult and 
unprecedented time.  Their work has been outstanding and they have been truly amazing in their 
relentless determination to do their very best!  
 
Thank you for your support too over the last fifteen weeks. I know that this has been so hard for 
everyone but it is our intention to continue to serve our families and community in the best way we 
can.  
Stay safe, stay vigilant and have a wonderful Summer! 
 
Kind regards  
Mrs J K Fearnley   Mr N Williams  
Executive Head Teacher              Head of School 
 
 
 


