
Willow Tree Academy - FS2 - What Makes a Happy Ending?

Links to Texts

Jack and The Beanstalk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sg0Bf2VAvlkC

Jasper’s Beanstalk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4OIrJWXfjs

Zog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_LmS3q4E6k

Red Riding Hood
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egzPMjJlh20

Cinderella
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTJmCfdxFDs

Prince Cinders
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOaEIiHT4t

Key Knowledge

Plants need sun, water, air, nutrients, warmth, space 
and time to grow. 

Summer is the hottest of the four seasons. It falls 
between spring and autumn. Summer starts in June. 

Different materials have different features, or 
properties which make them suitable for different 
uses. 

● Names of materials- Plastic, glass, wood 
etc 

● Properties of materials-Waterproof, soft, 
strong, transparent (see-through)  

Some of the ways to say healthy include: exercise 
regularly, eating healthily, having a happy attitude 
and getting enough sleep. 

Key Themes to explore in Topic

● Growth, decay and changes over time
● Growing and observing plants
● Seasonal change- Summer 
● Properties of materials - Construction 
● Events in the calendar- Fathers Day etc 
● Health and Wellbeing- Exercise and food 

Book Coverage

Key Vocabulary

Story Openers- Long, long ago, Once Upon a Time                           Digraph- 2 letters that make 1 sounds e.g. sh
Characters- Red Riding Hood, jack, giant, cinderella, princess, dragon, 
Author/Illustrator                                                                               Trigraph:  3 letters that make 1 sounds. 
Title Page/Blurb
Problem/Resolution (how the problem is solved)     
Adjacent Consonants- 2 are more consonants that when together make a different sound e.g. st and gr.
Setting- Castle, Up a beanstalk, on a farm, in the woods, at home, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sg0Bf2VAvlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4OIrJWXfjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_LmS3q4E6k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egzPMjJlh20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTJmCfdxFDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOaEIiHT4tI


Literacy (See book list)
We will be exploring Traditional Tales and using 
these texts as a stimulus for writing; 

● Letters 
● Recounts 
● Poems 
● Character descriptions 
● Alternative endings to stories 
● Phase 4 phonics-  to help them learn to 

read and spell words which have adjacent 
consonants, such as trap, string and milk.

Understanding The World
We will guiding children to make sense of their 
physical world and their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe and find out 
about people, places, technology, and the 
environment.
This half term we will be focussing on;

● Seasonal Change- Summer
● Growing 
● Healthy living and cooking 

Expressive Arts and Design 
● Explore what we can do with different media and 

what happens when we put different things 
together

● Notice how properties of materials can change 
e.g. when they get wet 

● Cause and effect 
● Links between imaginative play and narrative
● Representing ideas through design and 

technology, art, music, dance, role play and 
stories

Numeracy 
● Geometry- Exploring Patterns 
● Addition and Subtraction- Counting on 

and back
● Place Value- Number to 20 
● Halving and sharing
● Measurement- Measure 
● 3D Shapes
● Doubling
● Money- making amounts using coins

Big Question – What Make a               
Happy Ending? 

 

Physical Development 
Fine Motor development;

● Holding one-handed tools and equipment 
● Holding pencil effectively to form letters 
● Controlling the size of letters and writing them on 

lines.
Gross Motor Development;

● Children know the importance for good health of 
physical exercise and a healthy diet.

● Talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. 
● manage their own basic hygiene and personal 

needs successfully, including dressing.

STEM Project 
We are going to be investigating ‘what do     plants 
need to grow?’. We will be setting up our own 
experiments, changing the variables and reflecting 
on our findings. 
As our STEM project develops, we are going to set 
up a growing area in outside environment and 
plant vegetables so that we can learn about how 
food is produced. 

Communication and Language
● Develop narratives in play based on 

stories
● Identify patterns, draw conclusions, 

Explain, predict and speculate.
● Opportunities to speak and to listen 
● Creating our own helicopter stories based 

on familiar characters and acting these 
out. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

● Encourage children to talk about what they are 
learning

● Recognise and share success
● Consider other viewpoints 
● Reflect on their learning and next steps using the 

learning skills characters. 


